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prominent fixture in the community for many
years, and many students have benefited from
the excellent education and outstanding guid-
ance it has offered.

In the fall of 1911 Father Joseph Byrne took
the first steps to open a Catholic school in
Napa when he invited the Dominican Sisters
of San Rafael to staff a new school to be
founded in Napa. When the school was
opened the next spring, it served 120 students
from the location on Franklin Street. Today
that same building is used by the Napa Com-
munity Thrifts Project. That building remained
in use for 15 years until the school moved to
the current location on Main and Napa Streets
in January, 1927. It has remained in its current
location for more than 80 years.

St. John the Baptist School currently enrolls
almost 300 students, and is well served by its
current pastor Father Gordon Kalil, and Prin-
cipal Nancy Jordan. The school now enrolls
students from pre-kindergarten through 8th
grade, and this has allowed the school to de-
velop programs for children of many different
ages. The school has also taken the important
step of involving parents in children’s edu-
cation, and indeed has made this one of the
core missions. By making parents into edu-
cators and encouraging children to reach out
and participate in their greater community, St.
John’s and Father Kalil have reinforced that
civic-mindedness is one of the key character-
istics of a well-rounded young person.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in acknowledging the 95th anniversary
of St. John the Baptist Catholic School in
Napa, California. St. John’s has been an im-
portant fixture in the education of young men
and women in Napa, and has laid an impor-
tant intellectual and spiritual foundation for
generations of young people. In the years to
come, this excellent tradition will continue to
be of the greatest benefit to the Napa commu-
nity and a credit to the parish of the St. John’s
Catholic Church.

——————
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
as a proud member of the Congressional Cau-
cus on Armenian Issues, and the representa-
tive of a large and vibrant community of Arme-
nian Americans, | rise to join my colleagues in
the sad commemoration of the Armenian
Genocide.

Today we declare to people living in every
corner of our globe that the Turkish and Amer-
ican governments must finally acknowledge
what we have long understood: that the un-
imaginable horror committed on Turkish soil in
the aftermath of World War | was, and is, an
act of genocide. The tragic events that began
on April 24, 1915, which are well known to all
of us, should be part of the history curriculum
in every Turkish and American school. On that
dark April day, more than 200 of Armenia’s re-
ligious, political and intellectual leaders were
arrested in Constantinople and killed. Ulti-
mately, more than 1.5 million Armenians were
systematically murdered at the hands of the
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Young Turks, and more than 500,000 more
were exiled from their native land.

On this 92nd anniversary of the beginning of
the genocide, | join with the chorus of voices
that grows louder with each passing year. We
simply will not allow ice planned elimination of
an entire people to remain in the shadows of
history. The Armenian Genocide must be ac-
knowledged, studied, and never, ever allowed
to happen again.

Last year | joined with my colleagues in the
Caucus in urging PBS not to give a platform
to the deniers of the genocide by canceling a
planned broadcast of a panel which included
two scholars who deny the Armenian Geno-
cide. This panel was to follow the airing of a
documentary about the Armenian Genocide.
Representative Anthony Weiner and | led a
successful effort to convince Channel Thirteen
in New York City to pull the plug on these
genocide deniers. The parliaments of Canada,
France, and Switzerland have all passed reso-
lutions affirming that the Armenian people
were indeed subjected to genocide. The
United States must do the same. | will not
stop fighting until long overdue legislation ac-
knowledging the Armenian Genocide finally
passes. | am hopeful that this resolution will
make it to the Floor for a vote before the full
House of Representatives this Congress.

An acknowledgment of the genocide is not
our only objective. | remain committed to en-
suring that the U.S. government continues to
provide direct financial assistance to Armenia.
Over the years, this aid has played a critical
role in the economic and political advance-
ment of the Armenian people. | have joined
with my colleagues in requesting military parity
between Armenia and Azerbaijan in the FY08
Foreign Operations Appropriations bill.

We also have requested an adequate level
of economic assistance for Armenia and as-
sistance to Nagorno-Karabakh. Legislation
passed in the 109th Congress and signed into
law to reauthorize the Export-lmport Bank in-
cluded important language prohibiting the
Bank from funding railroad projects in the
South Caucasus region that deliberately ex-
clude Armenia. American tax dollars should
not be used to support efforts to isolate Arme-
nia, and these provisions would prevent that
by ensuring that U.S. funds are not used to
support the construction of a new railway that
bypasses Armenia. A railway already exists
that connects the nations of Turkey, Georgia,
and Azerbaijan, but because it crosses Arme-
nia, an expensive and unnecessary new rail-
way had been proposed. Allowing the exclu-
sion of Armenia from important transportation
routes would stymie the emergence of this re-
gion as an important East-West trade corridor.
It is in our economic and security interests to
ensure that the aggression against Armenia
comes to an end.

On this solemn day, our message is clear:
the world remembers the Armenian genocide,
and the governments of Turkey and the United
States must declare—once and for all—that
they do, too.
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Madam Speaker, it is my
distinct honor to recognize Mr. Robley Rex of
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Louisville, Kentucky. Mr. Rex was born in
Christian County, Kentucky, on May 2, 1901.
He is the only surviving World War | veteran
in Kentucky. Robley Rex has faithfully served
his country since entering the United States
Army in 1919, He has worked as a mail clerk
with the railroad. He was ordained as a Meth-
odist minister. He joined the Veterans of For-
eign War (VFW) service organization in 1924.

Rex Robley began volunteering through the
VFW at the age of 86, logging over 13,000
hours of service. He has served his fellow vet-
erans at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center
in Louisville. By his count, he has served vet-
erans for 75 years. He has been honored by
the VFW as a National Volunteer of the Year.

Madam Speaker, Mr. Robley Rex embodies
the spirit, commitment and sacrifice that we all
should strive for in our daily lives. | extend my
thanks to him for his efforts, and | am proud
to bring his accomplishments to the attention
of this House.
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2007

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, | would
like to congratulate Ms. Karen Brown, an out-
standing school teacher from Littleton, Colo-
rado. Ms. Brown, who teaches at Coronado
Elementary School, was recently named a re-
cipient of the 2006 Milken Family Foundation
National Educator Award. The award program
is one of the most prominent in the United
States.

Honoring teachers, principals and specialists
from across the nation, recipients are chosen
based on such criteria as effective instruc-
tional practices, student learning results and
educational accomplishments as well as their
potential for leadership within the field. Ms.
Brown joins a network of more than 2,200
Milken Educators who have been honored by
the program since 1985.

In addition to a $25,000 individual award,
Ms. Brown also attended the annual Milken
National Education Conference in Los Ange-
les, California from the 21st to 24th of April.

Ms. Brown should be commended for her
commitment to community and her contribu-
tions to education in Colorado. | wish her all
the best in her future endeavors.

——————

IN APPRECIATION OF BRUCE
GOURLEY

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2007

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to mark the retirement of
Bruce Gourley, who has been a member of
the International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers for 30 years, During this time, he has
served the group in a number of capacities,
and has brought the voice of Local 180 to a
variety of forums throughout the State.

Mr. Gourley was born in St. Petersburg,
Florida, but completed high school in Denver
before joining the Navy. He served until 1970,
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